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without added taint of artificial malignity. A distinctly
illustrative case occurs to my memory: viz. of a boy of
remarkable capacity and great intensity of nature, who was
about equally passionate under provocation, and greedy of
money; so that by cooler heads he could be moved at will
on predetermined lines by an insult or a bribe. If, to tame
him, the less turbulent of these desires had been played off
against the other, and he had been promised five shillings
for every instance in which he compelled the cloud of anger
to hold fast its thunder and its flash, and sweep silently
away, there is little doubt that he might thus have been
externally broken into decent form. But would the inward
improvement have been real ? Is the motive which is nursed
into a practised power any nobler than that which is kept
under the loaded valve? Surely not. Is its constant
encouragement and growth any inward counteraction of its
rival's excess, so as to convert the wrathful heart into the
forgiving, and the impatient into the serene? or does it
merely prevent the boiling deep from rising to the light?
It must be admitted, I think, that even the cure of irasci-
bility, still more its mere concealment, is too dearly bought
by the creation of selfish avarice. Politic meekness offends
us as a hypocrisy: and if we observe a man behaving
smoothly to one who treats him with hauteur, and then,
after obtaining what he wants, cursing him behind his
back, we are inclined to think 'the publican and the
sinner* nearer to the kingdom of heaven than he. The
proposition, so far as I can see, may be made general.
Whenever resentment is bought off by mere interest, when-
ever a man with just anger in his heart remains placid only
because he cannot afford to let his indignation appear, we
cannot help despising such self-control as sordid. The
two motives also come into comparison, as both of them
possible sources of the same type of crime; and a deed of
violence perpetrated for gam we invariably regard as more
heinous than when prompted by resentment On the
whole, therefore, this passion must rank higher than the